
PART ONE 

Barrow Borough Council  

Audit and Governance Committee  

3 March 2021 

2019-2020 Accounts Update 
 

   

Report from:   Director of Resources 

Report Author:  Director of Resources 

Wards:    None 

 

1.0  Summary and Conclusions  

1.1  This report provides an update relating to the closure of the accounts for 2019-

2020. 

 

1.2 The accounts were closed by the 31 August, 2020, which was in line with the 

COVID-19 extension of statutory dates. 

 

1.3 The audit of the accounts is not yet completed. 

 

2.0  Recommendation  

2.1 It is recommended that the Audit and Governance Committee note the 

2019-2020 accounts update. 

 

3.0 Background and Proposals  

3.1 At the Audit and Governance Committee on the 30 July 2020 an update on the 

2019-2020 accounts was presented.  In summary the normal preparations had 

begun in March 2020 but the programme then halted due to the redeployment of 

Internal Audit and the Finance Department to deliver COVID-19 business 

support grants. 

 

3.2  The COVID-19 statutory provisions extended the accounts closure date to 31 

August 2020.  The accounts were closed by the 31 August 2020. 

 

3.3 During lockdown and periods in tiered restrictions, resources have been 

impacted and new ways of working have been sought.  The supporting evidence 

required during the audit is primarily office based and the Finance Department 

have worked together to assist each other and provide the information 

requested. 

 



3.4 The Finance Department have worked in collaboration with Grant Thornton 

colleagues to monitor and progress the audit and that approach has worked 

effectively. 

 

3.5 With reference to the Work Plan, Members may have been anticipating the 

completion of the audit and reporting to the Audit and Governance Committee 

before now. 

 

3.6 During the time that the audit has taken place it was essential to prepare the 

proposed budgets and Council Tax for 2021-2022.  There was also involvement 

in the Local Government Reorganisation project and there is a significant 

ongoing resource commitment for COVID-19 duties; managing and administering 

various grants and reliefs. 

 

3.7 The auditors understand that at times there are competing demands and have 

been mindful of this, rescheduling requests as far as possible.  The audit process 

has been helped with regular meetings.  

 

3.8 It is expected that the Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement 

will be presented at the Audit and Governance Committee on the 18 March 

2021. 

 

4.0 Consultation  

4.1 There is no relevant consultation, this report is only for noting. 

 

5.0  Alternative Options  

5.1 There are no alternative options as the report is presented for noting.  

 

6.0 Contribution to Council Plan Priorities  

6.1 In order to be able to deliver Council Plan Priorities the Council must be 

financially resilient and have good financial management.  The opinion of the 

appointed auditor informs financial management and the value for money 

conclusion focusses on the Council’s use of resources. 

 

7.0 Implications  

Financial, Resources and Procurement  

7.1.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report.  There are vacancies 

to fill within the Finance Department and these will be progressed.  

 

Legal  

 7.1.2 There are no legal implications arising from this report. 

 

Equality and Diversity  

7.2 Have you completed an Equality Impact Analysis?  No, this report is for 
information. 



 
Risk 

Risk  Consequence  Controls required  

The audit is not completed. Reputational risk. 

 

Impact on closing 2020-

2021. 

Plan and timetable. 

 

Resource management. 

 

Liaison with appointed 

auditors. 

 

Contact Officers  

S M Roberts directorsadmin@barrowbc.gov.uk 

 


